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Constantin Guys

La Caléche (The carriage)

Ink and watercolour on paper, 199 x 345 mm

on verso, lower centre, inscribed in pencil: “Constantin Guys: ‘Die Kutsche’, Tusche und Aquarell 19,5
x 34,5 cm Ausstellung: ‘Werke der franzdsischen Malerei und Graphik des 19. Jahrhunderts’, Katalog
Nr. 57 (‘Die Kutsche’, 28 x 42,5 cm? Mit Rahmen?) Villa Hiigel, Essen, 1954 (Museum Folkwang,
Essen)”; lower left, in pencil: “W”

Provenance:

(...)

Sale: Hotel Drouot, Paris, 5 December 1940, lot 6
(...)

Acquired by Hildebrand Gurlitt in France, c. 1942
By descent to Cornelius Gurlitt, Munich/Salzburg
From 6 May 2014: Estate of Cornelius Gurlitt

Exhibition:
Werke der Franzdsischen Malerei und Grafik des 19. Jahrhunderts. Villa Higel, Museum Folkwang,
Essen, 25 July—6 November 1954. [possibly no. 57, Die Kutsche]

Bibliographical references (selected):

Tableaux modernes [...] aquarelles, pastels, dessins. Auct. cat., Hotel Drouot, Paris, 5 December
1940. [lot 6, pl. 1]

Primary sources consulted:
Business records Hildebrand Gurlitt:

Sale ledger 193741 28 May 1942
20 June 1942 [no. 139]

Correspondence Hildebrand Gurlitt:
26 September 1947 [vol. 10, fol. 445; vol. 12, fol. 334]
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Cornelius Gurlitt Papers, Salzburg:

Correspondence, ref. no. in process [21 August 1947, 4 October 1947, 2 December 1947]

National Archives, College Park, Maryland (NARA):

Ardelia Hall Collection, Munich Collecting Point, 1945-1951. Statement Hildebrand Gurlitt, 26
September 1947
www.fold3.com/image/270055508/

Rijksbureau voor Kunsthistorische Documentatie, The Hague:

Folder Constantin Guys

Yad Vashem Archives, Jerusalem:

International Tracing Service

Seizure Inventory [Sicherstellungsverzeichnis], 2012, no. SV 41/105

Further sources consulted:

Grappe, Georges. Constantin Guys. Vol. 2 of Kunst der Gegenwart. Berlin: Verlagsanstalt fir
Literatur und Kunst, 1909.

Baudelaire, Charles. Constantin Guys. Vol. 32 of Maitres anciens et modernes. Paris: Nilsson, 1925.
Streiff, Bruno. Dessins de Constantin Guys. Lausanne: Mermod, 1957.

Constantin Guys: Zeichnungen und Aquarelle: Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec: Graphik. Exh. cat.,
Graphisches Kabinett Kunsthandel Wolfgang Werner, Bremen, 16 November 1985-18 January
1986.

Duflo, Pierre. Constantin Guys: fou de dessin, grand reporter (1802—1892). Paris: Arnaud 1988.

Cultural Plunder by the Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg: Database of Art Objects at the Jeu de
Paume

Database “Central Collecting Point Miinchen”

Database “Kunstsammlung Hermann Goring”

Getty Provenance Index, German Sales Catalogs

Lootedart.com

Lost Art

Répertoire des Biens Spoliés

Verzeichnis national wertvoller Kunstwerke (“Reichsliste von 1938")
Witt Library

Note:

According to the extant sale ledgers, this was one of about forty works that Gurlitt claimed to
have acquired from the art dealer Jean Lenthal in Paris on 20 June 1942. Research by the
Taskforce revealed these to be false entries. Post-war correspondence between Gurlitt and
Lenthal, which was found in Cornelius Gurlitt’s Salzburg residence, proved that Gurlitt coerced
Lenthal into issuing fake receipts for works that Lenthal never owned or sold. Gurlitt provided
Lenthal with a statement to this effect in 1947.
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Jean Lenthal (recte Hans Loewenthal, 1914 Vienna—1983 Paris) was an art dealer in Paris. On
account of his Jewish descent, Lenthal was deported in 1943, first to Drancy and thereafter to
Auschwitz, Sachsenhausen and Mauthausen concentration camps. After the liberation in 1945,
Lenthal returned to live in Paris where he resumed his art dealership.

Disclaimer:

The research of the Taskforce Schwabing Art Trove focused exclusively on the provenance of the
artwork described in this report. This report does not purport to make pronouncements on any
legal claims and legal positions. The head of the Taskforce Schwabing Art Trove is responsible for
the contents and the publication of this report.

The Taskforce endeavoured to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information provided. No
liability will be accepted for the accuracy of the used sources; the facts, and conclusions contained
therein; the exhaustiveness of research and evaluation of the available source material; any
analyses or conclusions drawn from the sources in the course of research; the findings on the
subject of the report and how they were derived; the authenticity of the artwork, its attribution
to a particular artist, or its monetary value; and/or conclusions drawn by third parties based on
this report.

This report is based on the sources available at the time it was written. It is an interim report that
may be revised and updated, should additional relevant material be discovered. The Taskforce
Schwabing Art Trove welcomes any information that may augment or clarify the provenance of
this work.
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